
A Call to Consciousness and Campaign 

Reflection by Nancey E.M. France, PhD, RN – President’s Message 

I was introduced to the International Association for Human Caring by Dr. Delores Gaut who 

was one of my faculty and mentors at the University of Colorado. The first conference I attended 

was in 1988 at Florida Atlantic University. Now 26 years later I am at FAU’s Christine E. Lynn 

College of Nursing and serving as IAHC’s 12
th

 president.  

I am humbled to follow in the footsteps and to stand side-by-side with all the past presidents: 

1981-1988 Founder and Chair, Dr. Madeleine Leininger; Presidents: 1988-1990 Madeleine 

Leininger; 1990-1993 Dr. Delores Gaut; 1993-1996 Dr. Anne Boykin; 1996-1999 Dr. Kathleen 

Valentine; 1999-2002 Dr. Zane Robinson Wolf; 2002-2004 Dr. Carol Picard; 2004-2006 Dr. 

Gwen Sherwood; 2006-2007 Dr. Dawn Freshwater; 2007-2010 Dr. Donna Taliaferro; 2010-2012 

Dr. Gail B. Williams; and 2012- 2014 Dr. Marian Turkel.  

In writing this message, I reflected upon our mission and vision and our past conference themes. 

Our conferences are a powerful manifestation of our mission and vision, offering renewal and 

affirmation to members and participants that caring is the essence of nursing, an ethical and 

moral imperative, the primacy of love and existential suffering. We come together once a year to 

share our research and discoveries to advance the body of knowledge of the science and art of 

caring. We reflect, we remember and at each conference more come to know the power of caring 

as social action and as healing mystery and miracle. Then the conference ends and we return to 

our respective environments filled with intention… . 

How do we as the International Association for Human Caring continue to be the living presence 

and influence of caring in the world between our conferences? How can we support each other to 

carry the energy experienced through to the next conference and the next and the next?  

I believe it’s time for a call to consciousness and action for caring as power and politics to 

influence the global agenda for peace and social action; to guide Nursing curricula to truly 

embody the science and art of caring and not just be the proverbial phrase ‘we care’; to co-create 

caring environments nurse-to-nurse, organization-to-organization, profession-to-profession; and 

to demonstrate the impact of caring on healthcare outcomes of persons, families, communities, 

and nations.  

The Johnson and Johnson ad campaign for Nursing has been very powerful – ‘I am a nurse’; ‘Be 

a nurse’; ‘Dare to care’.  

Is it time we start our ad campaign? What would be our slogan(s) to generate not only 

excitement but commitment to caring and its impact on the world?  We need to be very clear that 

‘We are the International Association for Human Caring’. 



As Past President Dr. Marian Turkel stated, we are immersed in the spirit of transition which 

opens us to new possibilities and potentialities as the IAHC. I’m inviting the past presidents and 

interested members to join me as the IAHC think-tank to initiate our ad campaign and bring 

recommendations to the Board of Directors and the membership.  

The 2015 Conference Planning Committee (Dr. Jane Sumner, Dr. Patrick Dean, Dr. Charlotte 

Barry, Dr. Beth King, Dr. Zane Wolf, Dr. Marian Turkel, and I) is orchestrating an outstanding 

conference in New Orleans. The conference theme ‘The Enduring Spirit of Caring’ will join us 

together to the call to consciousness and campaign. After all, we are the International 

Association for Human Caring. In peace and caring, Nancey France 

 

 

 


